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What is history? 
Evidence

How did life in 
Britain change 
43AD – 1066?
Change and 
Continuity 

How did William take 
control of England?

Causation

Why did William win the 
battle of Hastings?

Causation

Why did the World go 
to war in 1914?

Causation 

To what extent was the British 
Army lions led by donkeys?

Interpretations

Why did the World go 
to war in 1939? 

Causation

Did the USA 
win WWI?
Causation 

What made the 
Roman Empire 

collapse? 
Causation Why was the Roman 

Army unstoppable? 
Causation

What was it like to fight 
on the Western Front? 

Evidence

How far did the Normans 
change England?

Change and Continuity

Why was the 
Black Death so 

terrifying
Significance

What were the key 
turning points of WWII?
Change and Continuity

Why did Henry and Becket’s
 quarrel turn bitter and fatal?

Causation

What really happened on 
the 14th June 1381?

Evidence

Why did Islam spread 
so far and so fast?

Causation 

How can we know what Muslims 
thought of Crusaders and invaders?

Evidence   

How certain can we be that Richard III 
murdered the Princes in the Tower?

Evidence 

How did the Empire 
help the war effort?

Similarity and Difference 

Why did people at the time think 
the Treaty of Versailles was unfair?

Significance

How similar were 
Hitler and Stalin?

Similarity and Difference

Looking through a Bristol shaped window: What can the Bristol 
Bus Boycott tell us about the lives of Black people in the UK? 

Significance

2 Papers – Understanding the Modern World & Shaping the Nation

Understanding the Modern World
•  Germany 1890-1945. Democracy and dictatorship

•  Conflict and tension between East and West: 1945-1972

Shaping the Nation
•  Health and the people c1000-present day

•  Elizabethan England 1568-1603

Does General 
Haig deserve 

to be 
remembered 

as the Butcher 
of the 

Somme?
Evidence

Was King John truly the 
“worst king of England”?

Interpretations 

Did towns make 
people free?

Similarity and Difference 

Why could no one ignore 
the power of the Church?

Significance 

What was so special 
about Baghdad?

Significance 

How much power did
 medieval kings have?

Change and Continuity 

What sort of changes did England 
experience during the Wars of the Roses?

Change and Continuity 

Why did Henry 
VIII stop 

following the 
Pope in the 16th 

century?
Causation

How well did Elizabeth solve the 
problems of her reign?

Causation    
When was it most 

dangerous to 
speak your mind 

under the Tudors?
Change and 
Continuity Why has Guy Fawkes caused 

so many arguments?
Interpretations

How did ordinary life change 
between 1500 and 1800?
Change and Continuity 

Why did the King and 
Parliament go to war in 1642?

Causation  

How did 
women fight 
back in the 

19th Century?
Change and 
Continuity 

Was there a typical experience 
during the Civil War?

Similarity and Difference  

Why do people’s opinions on 
Cromwell keep changing?

Interpretations 

Why did the British 
Empire start in India?

Causation

What made Thomas 
Clarkson so angry?

Evidence 

What were children taught
 to think about Empire?

Evidence

Who cared about 
industrialisation?

Evidence 

Why does the Great 
Fire of London matter?

Significance
 

Why did Britain become the 
workshop of the world?

Causation  

Was the ‘Glorious 
Revolution’ really ‘glorious’? 

Significance

Why do historians disagree about 
the end of the slave trade?

Interpretations 

Why did women 
win the vote?

Causation 

The land of the free: to what extent has life 
really improved for Black Americans?

Change and Continuity 

Was the Holocaust 
inevitable?

Interpretations 

Part one: 
Medicine stands still

Part two: 
The beginnings of change

Part one: Germany 
and the growth of 

democracy

Part three: The experiences of 
Germans under the Nazis

Part four: 
Modern medicine

Part three: 
A revolution in medicine

Part two: Germany 
and the Depression

Britain: Health and 
the people: c1000 
to the present day

Part one: 
The origins of the Cold War

Germany, 1890–1945: 
Democracy and dictatorship

Britain: Health and the people: 
c1000 to the present day

Part one: Elizabeth's court
 and Parliament

Part two: The 
development of 

the Cold War

Part two: 
Life in Elizabethan times

Part four: The historic environment 
of Elizabethan England

Part three: 
Troubles at home and abroad

Part three: 
Transformation
of the Cold War

Elizabethan England, 
c1568–1603

Elizabethan England, 
c1568–1603

Conflict and tension between 
East and West, 1945–1972

Conflict and tension between 
East and West, 1945–1972
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